
A Sampling of Resource References for Michigan Companies Preparing to Export 
 

 
 

Research (free resources): 
• globalEDGE (international business research): www.globalEDGE.msu.edu 
• MSU Int’l Business Center MEGP (pro-bono, customized research reports): http://global.broad.msu.edu/megp/ 
• U.S. government: www.export.gov 

 
Trainings/Seminars/Networking: 

• Global Business Club of Mid-Michigan (Lansing): www.gbclub.msu.edu 
• Automation Alley (Troy): www.automationalley.com 
• Van Andel Global Trade Center (Grand Rapids): www.gvsu.edu/vagtc/ 

 
Online Trainings (free resources): 

• U.S. government: www.export.gov 
• globalEDGE (Reference Desk/modules/MP3 files): http://globaledge.msu.edu/reference-desk 
• SBA/SBDC: http://www.export-u.com 
• SBA Export Business Planner: http://www.sba.gov/exportbusinessplanner  

 
U.S. Export Assistance Centers: 

• Detroit: Sara Coulter, Director.  Sara.coulter@trade.gov 313.872.6794 
• Pontiac (E. Michigan & U.P.): Richard Corson, Director. Richard.corson@trade.gov 248.975.9600 
• Grand Rapids (W. Michigan): Kendra Kuo, Director. Kendra.kuo@trade.gov 616.458.3564 

 
Technical Assistance 

• Local SBDC (export plans, website international search optimization--find offices statewide): www.misbtdc.org 
616.331.7480.  Or contact the Capital Region SBTDC: sbtdc@lcc.edu 517.483. 1921 

• USEACs and District Export Council members: (contact information above) 
• MSU International Business Center www.ibc.msu.edu 517.884.1660  
• MEDC export office: www.michiganbusiness.org/grow/export-assistance/ 

 
Financial Assistance/reimbursement (trade shows & trade missions, international marketing activities): 

• Michigan Economic Development Corporation Export Office(MI-STEP): www.michiganbusiness.org/grow/export-
assistance/ 

 
Financial Assistance/trade loans & insurance: 

• SBA Export Programs: www.sba.gov (Export Express Loans, Export Working Capital Loans, International Trade 
Loans) (or, contact your local bank) John O’Gara (Detroit), john.ogara@sba.gov 313-872-6793 

• Export-Import Bank Programs: www.exim.gov/products (Working Capital Loans, Export Credit Insurance, Supply 
Chain Finance Guarantee Program, Global Credit Express) (or, contact your local bank) John Toles (Detroit), 
john.toles@exim.gov 313-309-4158  
 

Financial Assistance/methods of payment & general trade finance info (free PDF document): 
• Trade Finance Guide: A Quick Reference for U.S. Exporters (Dept. of Commerce ITA publication) 

http://export.gov/tradefinanceguide/ 
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