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A2Y Chamber Statement Supporting the Ann Arbor Public Schools Sinking Fund Renewal on August 4",
2026

The A2Y Chamber supports the Ann Arbor Public Schools Sinking Fund renewal on the August 4™, 2026
ballot. This proposal will renew the authority last approved by voters in 2017 and which expires with the
2026 levy for the School District to levy a building and site sinking fund millage. The proposal
reauthorizes 2.4031 mills without a rate increase. A yes vote helps provide AAPS with the ability to
maintain its physical infrastructure and provide a quality education environment, while allowing for
general funds to continue going where they should for classroom supplies, teacher salaries and other
important uses.

Ann Arbor Public Schools is a large district with 33 schools, with an average age of over 60 years. Just as
homeowners need to maintain the roof, plumbing, heating and yard, districts must keep facilities
working for children, including transportation. The sinking fund dollars pay for critical repairs and new
buildings and equipment as the need arises without needing to borrow money. The sinking fund has
been used effectively by AAPS. These efforts have preserved general funds remain for use in the
classroom instead of the boiler room.

Ann Arbor Public Schools have been effective stewards of these funds. They have used these funds to
provide ADA accessibility, athletic facilities, boilers, HVAC, paving, playgrounds, plumbing, roofing, school
security, technology to boost learning and serve everyone in our community. These funds have also
allowed the district to respond to inflation which has increased construction costs about 30% from the
2019 level. Passing this renewal will provide over $350 million over the next decade for repairs and
improvements that would otherwise need to come from the general fund or be deferred and addressed
as they become a crisis.

Our workforce and our community benefit from a strong public school system. AAPS continues to be
beneficial part of our community’s quality of life and tool for attracting and retaining talent. The sinking
fund renewal will ensure AAPS has the resources needed to effectively continue its important work and
it should be renewed by voters this August.



